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LIVINUS AMI, IONIUS: A CARTHUSIAN HUMANIST

JAI4ES HOGG

Lev inus  Ammon i r r l  *u ,  bo rn  a t  Gand  on  3  o r  13  Apr i l  1485 .  He  en te red  the  char -

te rhouse  o f  Bo is -Sa in t - l 4a r t i n  on  18  Augus t  1506 ,  where  he  was  p ro fessed  in  1507 .  H is

b r o t h e r  J e a n  a l s o  j o i n e d  t h e  C a r t h u s i a n s ,  -  a t  L a  C h a p e l l e ,  t h e  h o u s e  t o  w h i c h  t h e i r

fa the r  Jacques ,  who  became an  Augus t in ian  canon  a f te r  h i s  w i fe ' s  dea th ,  dona ted  a

s u b s t a n t i a l  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b o o k s .  L e v i n u s  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  p r o c u r a t o r  a t  B o i s - S a i n t -

M a r t ' i n  i n  i 5 2 9 .  H i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p r i o r ,  l ' l i c h e l  D i e r i c x ,  w h o  w a s  a l s o  p r o -

v i n c i a l  v i s i t o r ,  w e r e  c o r d i a l  r i g h t  u p  t o  t h e  p r i o r ' s  d e a t h  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 5 3 0 .

L e v i n u s  w a s  a l l o i r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l i b e r t y  i n  h i s  p u r s u i t  o f  h u m a n i s t i c  s t u d i e s ,  t o -

w a r d s  w h i c h  t h e  F l e m i s h  p r i o r  o f  t h e  G r a n d e  C h a r t r e u s e ,  G u i l l a u m e  B i b a u t  o f  T h i e l t  ( 1 5 2 1
-  d .  Ju l y  1535) ,  was  a l so  sympathe t i c .  A l though  Lev inus  was  on ly  taugh t  La t in  a t  schoo l

a n d  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  i n a d e q u a c y  o f  h i s  t e a c h e r s  i n  l a t e r  l i f e ,  h e  a s s i d u o u s l y  l e a r n t

Greek  in  the  char te rhouse  and  deve loped  a  g rea t  en thus iasm fo r  c lass i ca l  l ' i t e ra tu re .

H is  ex tan t  l e t te rs ,  o f  wh ich  86  da te  f rom h is  pe r iod  a t  Bo is -Sa in t - l l a r t i n  i n  the  years

1 5 1 8 - 3 3 ,  r e v e a l  h i s  p a s s i o n a t e  p u r s u i t  o f  c l a s s i c a l  l e a r n i n g . l n  a  l e t t e r  d a t e d  1  J u n e

1521  he  dec la res  tha t  he  in tended  to  t ransc r ibe  the  who le  o f  Homer ' s  IL iad  and  )dysee ,

as  cop ' i es  were  too  ra re  and  expens ive  to  a l l ow  the  poss ' i b i l i t y  o f  pu rchase .  He  was

g r e a t l y  a i d e d  i n  h i s  s t u d i e s  b y  C a n o n  J o h a n n e s  d e  l 4 o l e n d i n o  o f  D o o r n i k ,  a  r e g u l a r  c o r -

respondent of  Erasmus 1515-34,  who procured for  h im r ibqni i ,  sophistae graecí  deeLqna-

tiunculae alíquot eaedemque Latinae per Des" Erasrnum Rot., ewn duqbus orationíbus

LysiaeTttan uers is ineey, to interpz,ete,  et  aLí is  nonnuLLís.  In inc lyta Basi lea,  ex

aed ibus  Jo .  F rob .  l ' ' l ense  mar t i os  anno  l " lDXXI I ,  -  ê  vo lume tha t  a l so  con ta ined  I soc ra tes

on  Peace  and  Luc ian ' s  Abd iea tus .  0n  the  marg ins  Lev inus  wro te  h i s  anno ta t ions .  The

vo lume was  un fo r tuna te l y  des t royed  by  f i re  a t  t he  Un jve rs i t y  o f  Louva in  ea r l y  i n  the

presen t  cen tu ry .

In  1520  Lev inus  cop Íed  the  fou r  Gospe ls  i n  Greek  fo r  the  char te rhouse  l i b ra ry

a n d  o n e  o f  h i s  f o u r  t r a n s c r i p t s  o f  t h e  G r e e k  P s a l t e r  " c u m  c a n t i c i s "  i s  c o n s e r v e d  a t

the  l i b ra ry  o f  D resden  under  A .  304 .  By  I5?2  he  seems to  have  so  ove rs t ra ined  h i s

e y e s i g h t  b y  h i s  c o n t i n u a l  s t u d i e s  t h a t  h e  w a s  n e a r l y  b l i n d  i n  t h e  l e f t  e y e .

H is  co r respondence ,  conserved  in  MS.  599  o f  the  B ib ' l i o thêque  pub l i que  de  Besan-

C o n ,  a  v o l u m e  o f  5 6 9  p a g e s  i n  q u a r t o ,  t o  w h i c h  w e r e  a d d e d  6  f o l i o s  c o n t a i n i n g  a n  i n d e x ,

p r e s e n t s  1 6 7  l e t t e r s  i n  G r e e k  a n d  L a t i n ,  a d d r e s s e d  t o  9 0  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n s ,  -  p r i e s t s ,

members  o f  re l i g ious  0 rde rs ,  c i v i c  o f f i c ia l s ,  who  rue re  in  so rne  ! íay  connec ted  w i th  the

spread  o f  human ism a t  the  moment  when  p ro tes tan t i sn  was  mak ing  in roads  in to  the  Low

Coun t r i  es .

The  Co l lège  des  T ro i s  Langues  had  been  founded  a t  Louva in  i n  1518  under  the

I  H is  name appears  i n
lJLeD1,n5 L!1Á)Lnt lJLeDent

Vwt den Sande.

various forms in the records: Vqn der Maude, Vartder l , Iaude,
Laeuinus, LeDínus, Líuinus Armnonius, de Harena, de Arena,
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gu idance  o f  E rasmus  and  Gu i l l aume de  Bus le iden ,  member  o f  the  Grea t  Counc i l  o f
i 4a l i nes ,  fo r  i ns t ruc t i on  in  Greek ,  La t in ,  and  Hebrew,  bu t  the  c l ,ash  be tween  the  sup-
por te rs  o f  Scho las t i c i s rn  and  the  New Learn ing  was  o f ten  ac r imon ious .  Among  Le -
v i n u s ' s  e x t a n t  l e t t e r s  a r e  6  t o  A d r i c h i a n u s ,  D e a n  o f  S t .  P a n c r a s  i n  L e y d e n , 3  t o  h i s
b ro the r  Jean  a t  the  char te rhouse  o f  La  Chape l le ,  who  adop ted  Lu the ran  tene ts  and
spen t  1on9  years  i n  the  nonas t i c  p r i son  the re ,  as  the  v i s i t a t i on  o f  1541  revea ls  -
"  " '  l i ce t  non  deesse t  i n te r  eos  D .  Joannes  de  Harena  haeres i  l u the rana  in fec tus
e t  sua  obs t ina ta_perve rs i ta te  con f ra t res  suos  con tu rbans  e t  p lu r imum scanda l i zans' l i

a c  p r o p t e r e a  a  V "  P a t r e  P r i o r e  s u o  c u m  v i c t u a l i u m  r e s t r i c t i o n e  c e l l a e  i n c l u s u s ,
q u e m  c u r ' l  n u l l i s  o p o r t u n i s  m e d i i s  a  e r r o r i b u s  e t  f a l s i s  o p i n i o n i b u s  s u i s  r e v o c a r e
po tu i ssemus  ex  con f ra t ru Ín  suorum in fo rmat ione  cum a rc t i o re  res t r i c t i one  v i c tua l i um
i n  p r a e s c r i p t a  r e c l u s i o n e  c o n t i n u a n d u n  i u d i c a v i m u s .  -  ( L e v i n u s  s e v e r e d  a l l  c o n t a c t  w i t h
h im f ro rn  January  1531  onwards ) ,  3  to  l ' l ax i rn i l i an  o f  Burgundy ,  p r ince  o f  Vere ,  6  to
Erasmus ,  1  to  F lo ren t ,  p r io r  o f  t he  char te rhouse  o f  Louva in ,  l  t o  Gera rd  Ka lckb renner ,
p r io r  o f  t he  char te rhouse  o f  Co logne ,  da ted  20  t4a rch  1541 ,  thank ing  h in r  fo r  the  merc i -
fu1  g i f t  o f  a  few books ,  though  he  was  no t  en thus ias t i c  abou t  the  Co logne  ed i t i on  o f
the complete vrorks of  Denys the Carthusian as an answer to the threat  of  the Reforma-
t i on '  ho ' l d ing  tha t  the  Fa the rs  o f  the  Church  o f fe red  a  Í ,1o re  adequa te  response ,  and  1
to  Jean  Vo l lon ,  p r io r  o f  t he  Grande  Char t reuse ,  da ted  12  l4a rch  1547 .  A t  t so i s -Sa in t -
Mar t i n  c lass i ca l  books  were  bough t ,  bo r rowed ,  and  cop ied ,  bu t  when  the  new p r io r  was
appo in ted  in  1531  he  took  a  ve ry  d i f f e ren t  v iew,  regard ing  hu rnan is ts  as  v i r tua l  he re -
t i cs .  Fo r tuna te l y ,  i n  1533  Lev inus  was  ab le  to  t rans fe r  to  the  char te rhouse  o f  Gand ,
where he made a second profession.  He seerns to have been procurator  there for  a t ime.
L i fe  a t  Gand  was  much  more  to  h i s  tas te  and  in  Augus t  i 533  he  rece ived  a  v i s i t  f rom
the  hu rnan is t  l { i co las  0 lahus ,  Iuho  had  accompan ied  Queen  l l a ry  o f  Hungary  to  Gand .  The
dea th  o f  the  Car thus ian  genera l .B ibau t  was ,  ho leve r ,  a  de f in i te  se tback  fo r  the  human-
i s t s  i n  the  0 rde r ,  -  dS  ea r l y  as  1526  the  Genera l  Chap te r  had  o f f i c . i a l l y  sough t  the
op in ion  o f  I ' l a ta l i s  Beda ,  p ro fesso r  a t  t he  Sorbonne ,  on  the  va lue  o f  E rasnus ' s  work .

In  l e t te r  87  o f  the  Besan6on  l íS .  (pp .276-8 I )  he  lanen ted  to  E rasmus  the  pass ing
o f  p r i o r  D i e r i c x  a t  B o i s - S a i n t - l ' l a r t i n ,  c l a i n i n g  t h a t  i t  h a d  h a d  a  c a t a s t r o p h j c  e f f e c t
on  h i s  se ren i t y  o f  r r r i nd  and  pu t  an  end  to  those  happy  days  o f  s tudy  and  ph i l o log ica i
d i scourse ,  h i s  compos i t i on  o f  Greek  ep is t l es  to  Or id ryus  and  o the rs ,  h i s  amiab le  co r -
rec t i on  o f  the  La t in  ve rses  o f  the  ch i l d ren  o f  the  counse l l o r  Wou te rs  and  the  f i r s t
l i t e ra ry  e f fo r t s  o f  E ra rd  de  la  t4a rck :  "Sed  heu  rn i se r  i n  hasce  compedes  imprudens  in -
iec i  pedes  p r ius  e t i am quam ve l  m ih i  no tus  essem,  ve l  sc i rem qu id  esse t  monach ismus . "
Lev inus  had  long  t r i ed  to  cu l t i va te  E rasmus 's  f r i endsh ' i p ,  hav ' i ng  begged  h im as  ea r l y
as 4 July i524 to provide a Greek edi t ion of  John Chrysostomus, as too few Greek texts
o f  the  ea r ï y  Fa the rs  were  ava i l ab le .  l l e  was  en thus ias t i c  abou t  E rasmus 's  Eneh i r td . íon
mi l í t is  chr ist íani  and defended h ' is  v iews, though Erasmus was a severe cr i t ic  of  con-
tempora ry  monas t i c i sm and  wro te  rna in l y  fo r  a  l ay  aud ience .  In  l e t te r  76  o f  the  Besan-
con  MS. ,  da ted  15  Ju ly  1529 ,  he  u rged  Erasmus  to  se t t l e  i n  Gand ,  where ,  he  c la imed ,

1 4 1

the  c i v i c  au tho r i t i es  wou ld  warmly  we lcome h ' im .  He  asser ted  tha t  the  monks  the re

had  abandoned  the i r  supers t i t i ous  p rac t ' i ces  and  l i ved  in  t rue  p ie ty ,  t he  Gospe l  be . ing

taugh t  i n  a l l  i t s  pu r i t y .  E rasmus  cou ld  res ide  a t  the  coun t ry  house  o f  0mer  Ed ingus '

counse l l o r  o f  F landers .  E rasmus  dec l ' i ned  the  o f fe r  and  i t  j s  no tewor thy  tha t  wh i l s t

6  l e t te rs  o f  Lev inus  to  E rasmus  a re  ex tan t ,  on ly  two  rep l i es  a re  known,  one  da ted

2  0c tober  1528  f rom Base l  and  the  o the r  f rom Fr ibourg - in -Br i sgau  on  l3  Apr i l  1531 .

Erasmus  was  acqua in ted  w i th  a  number  o f  cha r te rhouses ,  i nc lud ing  those  o f  Louva in  and

S c h e u t ' i n  B e l g i u m ,  a n d  s h o w e d  a  r e s p e c t f u l  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  C a r t h u s i a n s ,  w h i l s t

u rg ing  genera l l y  a  re tu rn  to  a  more  au then t ' i c ,  ch r i s tocen t r i c  p ie ty  based  on  the

Scp ip tu res ,  -  re l i g ion  be ing  a  mat te r  o f  t he  hear t  and  no t  o f  ex te rna l  ce remon ies '

a  p o ' i n t  o n  w h i c h  L e v i n u s  a l s o  f e l t  s t r o n g l y ,  a s  t h e ' l o n g  o f f i c e s  d e p r i v e d  h i m  o f

much  t ime  he  m igh t  have  lav i shed  on  h ' i s  human is t i c  s tud ies .  However ,  he  seems to

have  been  less  aware  o f  the  rea l  c r i s i s  fac ing  the  Church  than  Erasmus  and  too  o f ten

regarded  h i s  con f rè res  as  p ious  ba rba r ians .  He  had  wr i t t en  to  E rasmus  concern ing

the  la t te r ' s  ed i t i on  o f  Je rome and  a t tack ing  the  p r io r  o f  t he  char te rhouse  o f  Par i s ,

Pe te r  Su to r ,  a  fana t ' i ca l  opponen t  o f  human ism.  He  a l so  sen t  h im a  copy  o f  two  se rmons

o f  John  Chrysos tomus  tha t  he  had  ed i ted ,  l amen t ing  fou r  p r in t ' i ng  e r ro rs .  E rasmus

c l e a r l y  r e g a r d e d  L e v i n u s  a s  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  p i o u s ,  e v e n  u r g i n g  h i s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  o n

Chrysos tomus .  In  1537  and  1538  the  Car thus ian  Genera l  Chap te r  p roh ib i ted  the  read ing

o f  E rasmus 's  works  and  in  1540  o r  1541  Lev inus  was  sen t  to  the  char te rhouse  o f  Monn ik -

husen  near  A rnhem.  He  found ,  he  c la imed ,  no  books  the re  fo r  h i s  s tud ies  and  ra ted

the  monks  aF  uncou th .  Fu r the rmore ,  the  a rea  was  sub iec t  to  cons tan t  war fa re .  In  a

le t te r  da ted  19  March  1542 ,  addressed  to  Canon  Corne l i us  T ra jec t i nus  he  re rn jn i sces  on

t h e  c o p i e s  h e  m a d e  o f  S u i d a s  a n d  H e s y c h i u s ,  w h i l s t  t h e  A l d ' i n e  e d i t i o n s  f r o m  V e n i c e ,

the  commenta r ies  o f  t , J i l l i am o f  Budê ,  the  comp ' le te  works  o f  Bas i l  t he  Grea t ,  16  d i s -

courses  o f  Gregory  Naz ' i anze ,  severa l  homi l i es ,  m ino r  works  and  ep is t l es  o f  John

Chrysos tomus ,  the  pa raphrase  o f  Nonnus ,  e tc .  had  fo rmer l y  s tood  a t  h i s  d i spos i t i on .

He  dec la red  tha t  he  had  s tud ied  Theocr i tus  and  P indar  c1ose1y .  Hes iod  had  been  h i s

cons tan t  compan ion ,  bu t  he  had  a l so  read  I soc ra tes ,  Demothenes ,  Esch ine ,  Lys ias  and

o the r  g rea t  o ra to rs ,  a long  w i th  a  number  o f  t rea t i ses  by  P la to  and  Xenophon .  He

c o u l d  n o t  e v e n  l i s t  i n  a  s i n g l e  d a y  a l l  t h a t  h e  h a d  c o p i e d  a n d  r e a d ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n

the  many  poems and  ep is t l es  he  had  h imse l f  w r i t t en  in  La t in :  "A tque  haec  qu idem

fuerun t !  Fuerun t ,  i nquam,  fue run t ! "  A l l  he  had  now were  th ree  books  and  a  few vo . lumes

. in  sma l l  f o rmat .  Even  the  cop ' i es  he  had  made  were  no  longer  i n  h i s  possess ion ,  and  i f

he  had  rece ived  20  v i s i t s  p rac t i ca l l y  eve ry  day  ( ! )  f ronn  savan ts  i n  h i s  own  co ln t r y ,

h e r e  i n  M o n n i k h u s e n  h e  h a d  n o  c o n t a c t s  a t  a l l .  T h i s  d i d  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  p r e v e n t  h i m

f rom comp i l i ng  h i s  l i t t l e  t rea t i se  De  f i L io  m ino re  na tu  the re ,  wh ich  i s  marked  by  a

persona l  tone  th roughou t .  I n  the  p re face  he  admi ts ,  however ,  t ha t  even  in  Monn ikhusen

he  was  v i s i t ed  by  Dr .  Johannes  Re idanus .  To  judge  by  le t te r  89  in  the  Besancon  MS. ,
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da ted  20  March  1542  (pp .  305-09) ,  he  was  con temp la t ing  p roduc ing  a  t rea t i se  de
praestartda in nebus aduersis fontt)tudíne, but must have been transferred to the

char te rhouse  o f  Scheu t  soon  a f te rwards ,  where  he  was  res iden t  on  13  Apr i l  1542 .

Í ' l aybe  h ' i s  con t inua l  comp la in ts  had  the i r  e f fec t ,  f o r  he  c la imed  tha t  a t  Monn ikhusen
he  was  a f f l i c ted  by  the  mos t  va r ied  a i lmen ts : "podagra ,  chy rag ra ,  ho ' l ag ra ,  a t rop ia  e t
py re tum,  hoc  es t  ' i ned ia  ac  feb r i s . "  The  Genera l  Chap te r  o f  1542  had  fo rb idden  the
s tudy  o f  Greek  and  Hebrew,  to  wh ich  Lev inus  reac ted  w i th  a  40  page  ep is t l e  i n  de -

fence of  these languages to the pr ior  of  Louvain,  dated 21 December 1542. At  Scheut

he  comp i led  h i s  b r ie f  b iog raph ica l  no t i ce  o f  Gu i l l aume B ibau t  and  commenced  De  rn -

st i tut íone Nouít ioram, a work that  may never have been completed,  as C. l .  Morot ius

d e c l a r e s  "  . . .  d e  q u a  n o n n ' i s i  f r a g m e n t a  M s .  v i d i . " 1  H e  a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  D e  f i l í o  m í . -

nov'e natu dur ing his stay there.  0n 20 February 1544 he requested permission to re-

tu rn  to  the  char te rhouse  o f  Gand ,  wh ich  was  g ran ted .  There  he  resumed h is  human is t i c

s t u d i e s ,  e v e n  i f  h i s  l e t t e r s  s h o w  t h a t  h e  s t i l l  h a d  h i s  a p p r e h e s i o n s .  l , J r i t i n g  t o
J e a n  V l e s i u s  o n  2 0  J u l y  1 5 4 4  h e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  c l e a r l y  r e j e c t e d  L u t h e r a n i s m :

Ex is t ' i r naban t  en im nonnu l l i  f o re  (aud io )  u t  v i s tus  ea  ca lami ta te  fugam ad
Lu the ranos  adornarem .  . .  Mox ,  l eves  i  I  I  i  an in r i  ,  nu1  loque  d i v ina rum p rae -
c e p t i o n u m  p o n d e r e  s u b n i x i  s a b u r r a t i q u e ,  v e l u t  a d  a s y l u r n  m a l a e  l i b e r t a t i s ,
ad  Lu the ranos  p rocu r run t .  I dque  dum fac iun t  i r : p ruden tes ,  non  in te l f  i gun t
s e s e  a b  u n i v e r s i t a t e  a d  p a r t e m :  a b  u n i t a t e  a d  s e c t a m :  a b  E c c l e s j a  a d - h a e -
r e s i m :  i m o  a  n a v i g i o  P e t r i ,  c u i  p r a e s i d e t  C h r i s t u s ,  a d  m a l e  s a r t a m  t e c t a m -
q u e  s c h i s m a t i c o r u m  n a v e m ,  c u i  S a t a n a s  a u t o r  e s t ,  e t  d i r e c t o r  i n  e x i t i u m
p e r p e t u a e  d a m n a t i o n i s ,  d e f i c e r e .  N e m i n i  s a l u s  e s s e  p o t e s t ,  n i s i  i n t r a  u n a m
s e s e  d o n u m , ' i  n  q u a  v e r u m  P a s c h a  c o m e d i t u r ,  c o n t i n e a t  . . . .  l ' l e c  e n i m  d e  e a
causa  an te  annos  p lus  m inos  oc to  e t  t reg in ta  me  cu r i s  omn ibus  exo lv i  munda-
n i s ,  u t  n u n c  t a n d e m  i n g r a v e s c e n t e  s e n e c t u  p r o p e  s e x a g e n a r i u s  a d  i l l a s  r u r -
sus  invo lvendus  asp i ra rem:  e t  exper tus  a  bunde  so l i t ud in i s  e t  requ ie t i s
de l i c ias ,  ad  tu rbas  ho rn inum negoc io rumque  secu la r ium revocare r .

In  1554  he  became v i ca r  o f  t he  char te rhouse  o f  Gand ,  dy ing  the re  on  19  March
1 5 5 6 .

T h e  l ' i s t  o f  h i s  w o r k s  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  m o r e ' i m p r e s s i v e  t h a n  i t  p r o v e s  t o  b e  o n
c l o s e r  s c r u t i n y :

1.  Div i  Joannis Chrysostomi sermo de prouident ia Deí et  fato,  Antwerp,  11.  Hi l lenius,

n o  d a t e ,  b u t  e a .  1 5 2 7 ,  s m a l l  o c t a v o ,  -  L e v i n u s ' s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  F r a n c i s  M a s s e m i u s  i s

d a t e d  1 5 2 7 .  ( C f .  A l b e r t  E .  P i l ,  " H u m a n ' i s t i c a  c a r t u s ' i a n a " )

2 .  " N j c o l a i  U t e n h o v i i  e p i t a p h i u m " ,  -  6  l i n e s  o f  G r e e k  v e r s e  p r i n t e d  a t  t h e  c o n -

c lus ion  o f  A rno ld  0 r id ryus ' s  Swwna L ínguae  g ! ,aecae ,  Par i s ,  Weche l ,  1531 ,  i n  80 .

3. Tractatus in Panabolqn Seroator'ís nostv'í de FíLio mínore natu, apud. Lucan XV,

cqí te,  ad Resipiseentíqn onrnes ínui torc,  Louvain,  Rutgerus Rescius,  1542, in 12o,  -

a  v o l u m e  w h i c h  a l s o  c o n t a j n s  a n  " E l e g i a "  u r g i n g  y o u t h  t o  c u l t i v a t e  p i e t y  w h i l s t  t h e r e
j s  s t i l l  t ime  and  an  ep ' i t aph  in  Greek  ve rse  fo r  A rno ld  0 r id ryus  (d .  1533) .  The
expos i t i on  o f  the  pa rab le  o f  the  p rod iga l  son  i s  the  mos t  sp i r i t ua l  and  touch jng  o f
L e v i n u s ' s  w r i t i n g s .

1 4 3

4 .  V i ta  B ibau t i i ,  l ong  though t  to  be  los t ,  bu t  d j scovered  in  B russe ls  B ' i b l i o -

thèque  Roya le  MS.  5136-5137  (Tex t  ed i ted  by  A lphonse  Roersch ,  "La  V i ta  B íbau t í í '

. . . . , , ,  -  b r j e f  b u t  h i g h l y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  t h e  C a r t h u s i a n  h u m a n i s t  G e n e r a l ) .

5 .  La t in  l e t te r  f rom the  char te rhouse  o f  Gand ,  da ted  1551 ,  addressed  to  Adr ien  du

Hecquet and pr inted ' in  the lat ter 's  Scaena revam muLtavam ínuersa,  Antwerp,  J.  Bel-

l ê re ,  i n  go ,  f f . 88v -89v .  The  le t te l i  s  p receded  by  two  f rom Hecque t ,  one  in  ve rse '

the  o the l i n  p rose ,  begg ing  Lev jnus  fo r  one  o f  the  le t te rs  he  had  rece ived  f rom

E r a s m u s .  L e v i n u s  p l e a d e d  f o r  t i r n e  t o  t a k e  a  d e c i s i o n :  " n o x  d i e s q u e  c o n s i l i u m  d a b i t " .

6 .  1 4  I e t t e r s  t o  0 l a h u s  ( c f .  A .  I p o l y i ,  " N .  0 l a h  c o d e x  E p i s t o l a r i s " ) .

A  fu r the r  s i x  i t ems  a re  repor ted  as  be ing  in  manusc r ip t , . bu t  on ly  two  can  be

cur ren t ' l y  t raced :

7 . .  B e s a n 6 o n ,  B i b l i o t h ê q u e  p u b l i q u e  M S .  5 9 9 ,  -  L e v i n u s ' s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

8. De Institutíone Nouíciorwn (untraced).

9 .  , ,E ' l eg ia  de  p ie  v iuend i  ra t i one"  ( repor ted  by  Sanderus  -  un t raced) .

10 .  , ,Conso la t i o  Laev in i  Ammon i i "  -  w r i t t en  fo r  Gh isber t  Ru tenbuch ,  a  Car thus ian  o f

U t rech t ,  on  the  occas . ion  o f  the  dea th  o f  P ie r re  Zas ,  p r io r  o f  U t rech t ,  i n  B rus -

s e l s  B i b l i o t h è q u e  R o y a l e  M S .  7 0 4 6 ,  I I ,  f f .  5 3 v - 5 4 v .

11 .  Le t te r  addressed  to  A rno ld  Or id ryusn  da ted  21  February  1529 ,  f rom the  char te r -

h o u s e  o f  B o . i s - S a i n t - t 4 a r t i n ,  s o l d  i n  L o n d o n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  ( u n t r a c e d ) ,

lZ. ne pnaestanda in z.ebus adueysis fortitudine (hypothet'ical work, - untraced).

The  b ib l i og raphy  fo r  Lev inus  Ammon ius  i s  ex tens ive ,  though  a  good  many  re fe rences

o r o v e  t o  b e  o f  m i n o r  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  ' i t e m s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t :

P.S.  Al len (ed.) ,  Opus epístoLatwn,Des.  E?asmí Roterodanl , -0xford 1906-58'  V

(ó* i " ;á ígz\ ,  qh- 's t ;  v i  (oxtora _1e26),r  992-96:  -427-31;  VI I  (0xford_1e28) ,  142,

i s e - z o t ,  4 2 4 - 2 9 ,  5 1 4 - 1 6 ;  v i l l  ( O x f o r d  1 9 3 4 ) ,  r - r l ,  4 2 , 2 3 6 - 4 1 '  3 2 7 - 3 0

Va lè re  Andrê ,  B ibL ío theca  beLg íea ,  2nd  ed ' ,  Louva in  1643 ,  307 '  606 '

Arnold Beeltsens & Jean Ammon'ius, Chv'onique de La Chav'treuse de La ChapeLLe à

Het ínnes -Lez -Engh íen ,  pub l j ée  e t  anno têe 'pa r  E .  Lama l ' l e  SJ ,  Louva in  1932 '

Pau l  Bergmans ,  "Maude  (L ' i êv in  Vander ) " ,  B iogz 'aph íe  Na t iona le  BeLge  X IV ,  co l  '  84 -86 '

p.N.M. Bot ,  "Levinus Ammon' ius en Erasmus",  Post iL len ouex Kerk en Maatschappi j

ín de 15 en 76 eeuu, Ni jmegen 1964, 326-43'

K.L.  Enthoven, Bníefe an Desidey, íus Eyasïws,  st rasbourg 1906.,  100-03.

F?jrstemann & 0.  Gi . jnther,  Br iefe an Ez'asmus, Leipzig 1904, 296'

Foppens ,  B íbL io theea  BeLg ica  I ,  B russe ls  1739 ,  392 ,  790 '

F . -V .  Goe tha ls ,  H ís to í re  des  Le t t res  en  BeLg íque ,  B russe ls  1840-44 ,1 ,95 -97 '

"  ,  BuLLet in du bíbLíophíLe beLge x\ l Ï I I  (Brussels iB62) ,  267.

Jan de Grauwe, Histoiy,e de La chartt'euse du VaL-RoyaL à Gand et de La cha7treuse

du Bois-Saint-Martin à Liey,de-Saínt-1,lartin (FLandt'e 7v"íentale), AnaLecta Cartusiana

1 8  ( 1 9 7 4 ) ,  5 0 - 5 1 .
, ,  ,  Hístor [a Cartueíana BeLgiea,  AnaLecta Cartueiana 51 (1985),  18,  86,  92,  136'

r37.

2 Theatrun ChnonoLogíeon Sacri ordinís Cartusiensís ordínís, Turin 1681, 123.



144

!9n.4" Grauwe, Proeopog-t'aphia cartusíana BeLgiea (L314-1796), Analecta Cartusiana
28 (1976),  ?38,  no.  2023.-

4!!q"t Gruys, Ca?tusíana I: Bíbliographie gênënaLel Auteuns cartusiens, CNRS paris
1 9 7 6 ,  4 0 .

A.  Horawitz,  "Erasmiana",  I l I ,  Sí tzungsber" íehte de7 Wienen Akademie,  phi l . -h ist .
CLasee  I02 ,  796 ;  IV ,  108 ,  796 ,  826-27 .
A.  Ipoly i  . (9d- ) r  

' :N.  01ah_Codex Episto lar is" ,  in Monwnenta Hungar iae hístoz, ica,  díp-
Lomatay ' ía  XXV,  Budapes t  1875 ,  39S,  396 ,  398 ,  408 ,  414 ,  427 ,  45"5 ; -  4 i1 ,4ó í - ,51 i ;  512 .(14  le t te rs  f rom Lev inus ,  3  f rom 0 lahu i  to  [ev inus )
Chr.-G. J i jcher,  Al lgeneínes GeLehy, ten-Leríeon I ,  LeÍpzig 1750, 351.
E .  Mar têne  &  U .  Durand ,  Voyage  L i t t ê ta ine . . . ,  pa r i s  L7 I7 ,  165 .
J .  M isson  SJ ,  "L iban ios  e t  L i v inus  Ammon ius " ,  Le  Wsêe  Be lge :  Renue  de  ph iLoLog íe
C lass ique  X IX-XXIVe  annêes  (Louva in  January  1920) ,  l , l o .  1 ,  2 t -ZS .
C.I' Morotius, Theatnwn chz'onoLogiewn saerí ozd.inis cay,tusíensis, Turin 1681, 123,
3 2 7 .

Ni jhof f -Kronenberg,  Nedez,T,andsche bíbLiographie oqt  1So0 tot  1540, I I I  (The Hague),
1 5 .

^ , "  ,  rn le id ing  to t  dL .  r r r ,  The  Hague  1942 ,  no .0293 .  (Lev inus ,s  ed i t i on  o f  John
Chrysostomus )
J-.1{. Paquot, Mëmoíy2s_^?ouT_s?!uir, à L'histoire Littér,aiTe d.es din-sept pnouinces
des Pays-Bas, XV (1769), 16-17.

Th.  Petre ius,  Bib l íotheca Cantusiana,  Co' logne 1609, Z3Z-33.
A l b e r t  E .  P i l ,  " H u m a n i s t i c a  c a r t u s i a n a .  L e v i n u s  A m m o n i u s  a l s  v e r t a l e r  v a n  C h r y s o s t o -
mus sermoen "De Provident ia Dei  et  Fato""  ,  saer is Eyudír i  xxvl  (19g3) (= Album-
A m i c o r u m  N i c o l a s  H u y g h e b a e r t  0 . S . 8 . ) ,  2 7 5 : 3 1 0 .  

\ - - - - '  \  '  

d .
,  "V i i f  b r i even  van  Lev inus  Ammon ius ,  Kar tu ' i ze r ,  aan  Johannes  de  Mo lend ino ,

Kanunnikte Doornik ( r522-rsz9)" ,  Horae Tornacenses,  Íournai  rg l r ,  15r-76.
L .  Reypens  SJ ,  "De  fees ten  te  Gen t  i n  1498  en  1500 .  Verhaa l  van  een  oogge tu ige , ' ,
Vo lkskunde  24  (1913) ,  B7-91 ,  135-41 ,  IB5 -92  (desc r ip t i on  o f  a  popu la r  fó í t i va Í  ny
L e v i n u s  i n  L a t i n ,  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a  F l e m i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n ) .
Alphonse Roersch,  "Correspondance, inêdi te du Chartreux Laevinus Arnmoni  us ' , ,  BuLLetín
de La socíêtê d 'Histoír ,e et  dtArchêologie de Gand IX (1901),2-ZB (of fpr iÁt  +-2t1.

"  ,  " L a  ' v i t a  B ' i b a u t i i '  d e  L a e v i n u s  A m m o n i u s " ,  R H E  x x x v l l r  ( r g 4 z ) ,  1 5 2 - 5 5 .
" , L'flwnanísme -Pnlqn à L'ëpoque d.e La Renaíssqnce. Etud.es et pottnaíts,

B russe ls  1910 ,  57 -68  (La  Cor respóndance  d 'un  Char t reux  Laev inus  n rn*àn ius j .
Sanderus, de Gandauensibus erudítionis fana cLav,íe, Antwerp 1624, gl.

H . J ' J .  S c h o l t e n s ,  " D e  l i t t e r a r i e  N a l a t e n s c h a p  v a n  d e  K a r t u i z e r s  i n  d e  N e d e r l a n d e n ' , ,
Ons  Gees te l i j k  E r f  25  (1951) ,  Z l -ZB  (L . i even  van  de r  Maude) .
Sweert ius,  Athenae beLgicae,  Antwerp 1628, 504.

i :^Ya!-den.Gheyn, cataLogue de La Bibl iothèque RoyaLe d.e Bmwel les,  no.  1972: MS.
5136-5137 (v i ta a ibaut í i  prefaced to Sewnonàe Bibáui l í ) .
H.  de Vocht,  Lí tey,ae ad Fn.  CraneueLdír . rz,  Louvain 192g, 705-06.
Petrus,de Wal , CoLLeetaneum ?erum_g^es.tamtn et euentutun cartusiae Brnwellensis,
B r u s s e l s  B i b l ' i o t h è q u e  R o y a l e  M S .  7 ó 4 4 , 3 3 , 5 9 ,  g 0 - 9 3 ,  1 0 0 - 0 2 ,  l Z 5 , 1 5 5 .

"  ,  MíscelLanea Hístor íae Carthusiensis,  Brussels Bibt iothêque Royale l . ls .  4051,
1 3 3 v .  ( c f .  a l s o  B r u s s e l s  B i b l i o t h è q u e  R o y a i e  r 4 s .  8 5 7 9 ,  z g g ,  à s l , - g 0 à , - s ó q l

NELLE SERRE CALABRESI  DA NOVE SECOLI  UN 'OASI  D I  CONTI I , IPLAZIONE

Pie t ro  DE LEO

C h i  d a l l o  J o n i o  o  d a l  T i r r e n o ,  l a s c i a t a  l a  c o s t a  a  S o v e r a t o  o  a  P i z z o
' i n  p r o v i n c i a  d i  C a t a n z a r o r  s i ' i n e r p i c a  p e r  l e  S e r r e  c a l a b r e s i ,  h a  i m m e d i a t a -

m e n t e  l a  s e n s a z i o n e  d i  i n o l t r a r s i  i n  u n ' a r e a  m o l t o  p a r t ' i c o l a r e ,  d o v e ' i  s e g n i

del  sacro s i  i  nf i  t t ' i  scono t ra r i  p i  d i  pend' i  i  ,  f i  t t i  bosch' i  e brevi  r i  p i  ani

erbosi  ,  sol  cat i  dai  baci  n i  del  l , le  s i  rna e del  I  'Anc' inal  e.

Que l  I  a  de l  l e  Ser re  ê  davvero  una  zona  pa r t i  co l  a r i  ss ima  de1  1  a  reg i  one ,

dove  s in  da  temp i  ren ro t i  l ungo  mu la t t i e re  e  sen t ie r i  s i  i nsed ia rono  in  g ro t te

o  sub  d íuo  monac i  ed  e remi t i ,  des ide ros i  d i  appar ta rs i  da l  mondo  e  d i  s fugg i re ,

q u a s Í  i n  u n a  n u o v a  T e b a i d e ,  a l l e  s u e  s e d u z i o n i .

Ou i  i n  un  amp ia  conca  lacus t re ,  t ra  o r t i  e  fo res te ,  a  poco  meno  d i  800

m e t r i  s u l  l i v e l l o  d e l  m a r e ,  v e n n e  a  i m p i a n t a r e ,  o r  s o n o  n o v e  s e c o l i ,  t r a  i l

1 0 9 i  e ' i l  1 0 9 2 , 1 a  s u a  e s p e r i e n z a  a s c e t i c a  u n  p e r s o n a g g ' i o  a s s a i  n o t o :  B r u n o  d i

Co lon ' i a ,  maes t ro  ne l l a  ca t ted ra le  d i  Re ims  e  1 f  p rece t to re  de l  f u tu ro  papa

U r b a n o  I  I .

S i  t r a t t 6 ,  s e n z a  d u b b i o ,  d i  u n a  s c e l t a  o c c a s i o n a l e ,  d e t e r m i n a t a  n e l  c o r s o

d i  u n  v i a g g i o  a l  s e g u i t o  d e 1  p o n t e f i c e ,  c h e  a v e v a  i n t i m a t o  a l l ' a n t j c o  m a e s t r o

d i  c o a d i u v a r l o  n e l l a  o p e r a  r i f o r m a t r i c e ,  i n  u n  r n o m e n t o  a s s a i  d i f f i c i l e  p e r  1 a

Sede  Apos to l i ca .  A  ta le  scopo  91 i  aveva  ing ' i un to  d i  abbandonare  i1  p r imo

cenob io  che  aveva  fonda to  in  F ranc ia ,  ne1  De l f i na to ,  su l  ve rsan te  occ iden ta le

d e l l e  A l p i ,  n o n  l o n t a n o  d a l l ' o d i e r n a  G r e n o b l e  e  d i  r a g g ' i u n g e r e  R o m a .  C i t t à

che  aveva  p res to  dovu to  l asc ia re  i n  f re t ta  i ns ieme con  i l  papa ,  quando ,  dec is i

a  t u t t o ,  f  i m p e r a t o r e  E n r i c o  I V  e  l ' a n t ' i p a p a  C l e m e n t e  I I I  a v e v a n o  i n v a s o  i

t e r r i t o r i  pon t i f i c i  t en tando  d i  rea l i zza re  un  d i segno  in  p recedenza  fa l l i t o .

Come g ' i  à ' i  1  p redecessore  Gregor io  V I I ,  U rbano  I I  ce rcd  a iu to  a i  l l o rmann ' i  ,

c h e  a v e v a n o  o r m a i  c o n s o l i d a t o  i l  l o r o  d o m i n i o  n e l l ' I t a l i a  l l e r i d i o n a l e  e  a  t a l e

s c o p o  r a g g i u n s e  i n  C a l a b r i a  R u g g e r o  d Í  A l t a v i l l a ,  f r a t e l l o  d e l  d e f u n t o  R o b e r t o

i l  G u i s c a r d o ,  a l  q u a ' l e  e r a  s t a t o  a f f i d a t o ' i ' l  c o m p i t o  d i  r i p o r t a r e  a l l ' o b b e d i e n z a

de1  papa  le  d ioces i  g i t i  sogge t te  a1  pa t r i a rca  d i  Cos tan t inopo l i .

I n  t a l e  p r o s p e t t i v a  a c q u ' i s t a  r i l i e v o  I ' e l e z i o n e  a  m e t r o p o l i t a  d i  R e g g i o

C a l a b r i a  d i  B r u n o  d i  C o l o n i a ,  p a t r o c i n a t a  d a  U r b a n o  I I .  l l a  l a  s c e l t a  c o n -

templ at ' i  va del  nagíster  d i  Col  oni  a era ormai  i  r . revers i  b i  1e,  rnaturata com'era

duran te  j  f o r t i  con t ras t i  che  I ' avevano  oppos to  a l  suo  a rc i vescovo ,  l l anasse  d i

G o u r n a y ,  p r e l a t o  a v i d o  e  d i s s o l u t o .  B r u n o  r i f i u t ó  I ' e l e z i o n e  n l a  s c e l s e  d i

r . imanere  in  Ca lab r ia ,  asseconda to  in  c id  da l  con te  no rmanno ,  che  g l i  m ' i se  a  d i s -

p o s i z i o n e  u n  c o s p i c u o  t e r r i t o r i o ,  i n  l o c a l i t à  T o r r e ,  n e l l e  S e r r e ,  c o s ' i  c o m e


